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INSIDE

Hey, speedy...say, ‘cheese’
More red light cameras coming to a traffic intersection near you
By Thomas Tracy

BEE-WARE!
The Colonists are coming
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Brooklyn drivers have
another reason to mind
their road manners: more
red light cameras are on
their way.
The Assembly and
State Senate recently approved a measure that
will increase the number of cameras in New
York City from 100 to
150. The Department of
Transportation
(DOT)
will be responsible for determining just where the
red light cameras will go.
The bill, which also
mandates the expansion
of the red light camera
program to Nassau and
Suffolk counties as well
as Buffalo, Rochester
and Syracuse, was voted in by the Assembly
100 - 35. A day later, the
State Senate passed the
bill, which is currently
awaiting Governor David
Paterson’s signature.
The program, which
began in 1993 and was
expected to sunset next
year, was also extended
to 2014.
The bill was co-sponsored by Carroll Gardens
Assemblymember Joan
Millman, who believes

By Stephen Witt

More red light cameras could be coming to Brooklyn.
that the cameras will improve driving conditions.
“I strongly support
building on the success
of the city’s existing red
light camera program,”
Millman said in a statement. “As a member of
the Assembly Committee
on Transportation, I have
continually advocated for

expanding this program
to additional intersections. Red light cameras
make intersections safer
for all of us – pedestrians,
bicyclists, drivers and
passengers.”
For the most part,
Brooklyn assemblymembers voted for the expansion, except for Sunset

Park Assemblymember
Felix Ortiz and Bergen
Beach and Mill Basin
Assemblymember Alan
Maisel.
When
contacted,
Maisel said that he didn’t
have a problem with the
spirit of the law, although
he believes that the red
Continued on Page 29

Counting cars on the Brooklyn Bridge
By Joe Maniscalco

Having antennas on the
Brooklyn Bridge tracking your every movement
may give some people
reason to pause, but not
everyone is convinced it’s
a bad idea - especially if it
helps alleviate traffic.
“I guess we’re one
step closer to getting the
tool we think we need to
better manage traffic in
downtown
Brooklyn,”
Community Board 2
District Manager Rob
Perris told this newspaper this week.
The new antennas are
already in place and are
designed to work with
E-Z Pass transponders

‘Ms. Fixit’
comes to
the aid of
homeowners

carried inside some motor vehicles. According
to officials, however, the
monitoring devices won’t
actually be activated for a
couple of weeks.
It’s
all
part
of
the
“Intelligent
Transportation System”
run by the Lower
Manhattan Construction
Command
Center
(LMCCC).
The LMCCC has been
around since 2002 and officials there say that the
four monitoring devices
in place over both sides
of the Brooklyn Bridge
roadway will help them
identify and alleviate
congestion around the

190 construction sites in
progress below Canal
Street.
Nevertheless, folks on
this side of the bridge are
still hoping that chronic
traffic problems here will
be positively effected as
well.
For the last several years, Perris says
Community Board 2 has
been pushing for a new
traffic model for downtown Brooklyn capable of
testing different scenarios to improve traffic flow
- but each time has been
forced to take a backseat
to Manhattan.
“Traffic is not working
in downtown Brooklyn,

Perris said.
With information the
new antennas collect, officials say that they will
be able to closely monitor
drive times and identify
trouble spots.
LMCCC
Officials
deny that their efforts to
monitor cars from the
Brooklyn Bridge is in any
way related to NYPD efforts to thwart possible
terrorist attacks.
“There are potential
strategic targets in downtown Brooklyn,” Perris
said. “By and large, the
community board feels
the Police Department
has the necessary plans
in place to keep us safe.”

When a pipe burst
last year in the basement of Merril Brown’s
Canarsie home, she was
beside herself on how to
repair the damage.
Enter six women construction workers, along
with a master carpenter, who were hard at
work last week turning
the basement back into
the small apartment for
Brown’s U.S. Marine
daughter.
The workers came
through a combined effort from two non-profits that do rehabilitation
work free of charge for
low-income homeowners.
“The projects we do
are at no cost to the
struggling homeowners
that we serve and our
sponsors and collaborations help us to accomplish this work,” said
Matthew Long, spokesperson for Rebuilding
Together NYC, one of the
non-profits involved.
Long
said
the
Building Together network has over 200 affiliates with headquarters
in Washington, DC.
The group is similar to
Habitats for Humanity,
but while that organization deals with building from the ground up,
Building Together focuses on rehabilitation
work, he said.
Long said that in this
case the work being done
was financed through
the Sears Holding company whose program,
Heroes at Home, has
raised nearly $7 million
to rehabilitate homes
involving military personnel undergoing financial hardship.
Also
involved
in
the
effort
was
the
Nontraditional
Employment for Women
Continued on Page 29

Continued from Page 2
light cameras are nothing
more than another cash
enhancer for the city.
“I don’t have a problem
with red light cameras
and wouldn’t care if they
were at every intersection in the borough,” he
said. “But the way they
do it is flawed.”
Red light cameras, he
said, “does not deter anyone from slowing down”
because no one knows
where they are.
“If they wanted to
make it a true deterrent,

Ms. Fixit
Continued from Page 2
(NEW), a non-profit organization that trains
women for skilled jobs
in construction and
other blue-collar industries.
Brooklynites Celestine Payne and Evelina
Graham were among the
NEW members working
on the house. Both said
they found out about the
initiative through posters on bus stops, fliers
in the mail and opportunities passed along
through public housing
networks.
“I started a couple of
years ago and I didn’t
get a chance to fin-

Top cops
Continued from Page 21
for seizing more guns
than any other command
in the precinct, explained
Captain Milt Marmara,
the 69th Precinct’s commanding officer.
An
additional
“Supervisor of the Year”
award went to Sergeant
Edward Quigg for leading a team of plainclothes
officers responsible for
“numerous robbery and
burglary arrests as well
as arresting numerous
individuals responsible
for other violent crimes,”
Marmara said.
The 69th Precinct “Cop

group
Transportation
Alternatives said that
pedestrian injuries have
dropped by 40 percent
and severe injuries have
dropped by 22 percent at
intersections where these
covert cameras were installed.
Paul Steeley White,
executive
director
of
Transportation
Alternatives, saw the additional cameras as “more
allies in the fight for automated enforcement to
curb reckless driving.”
According to the State
Senate, the red light camera program raised $73
million for the city between 1993 and 2008.

ish so I came back to
finish,” said Payne of
Williamsburg, who has
a two-year-old child and
hopes to become a union
carpenter.
Payne explained that
the program also includes help in getting
into trade unions.
Graham
explained
that she is looking to enter into the hazardous
materials construction
trade with the goal of
going into business for
herself.
The women are given
a variety of trades to
chose from including
plumbing,
carpentry,
electrical and hazardous materials through
a six-week course before
applying for union membership.

The Canarsie project
also had the involvement of retired carpenter Howie Rotz, who
the District Council of
Carpenters contacted to
teach NEW members.
“This is even more
fulfilling than when I
worked,” said Rotz, who
has been mentoring
NEW members for three
years. “You leave a little
of yourself with each girl
and you find a lot of talent in New York City.”
But the real joy came
from Brown, who said
she learned of the program through a friend.
“The leak just come
down and flooded the
whole place, and I
couldn’t really afford
to take care of fixing it
back up,” said Brown.

of the Year” award went
to Police Officer Jennifer
McDonald, who is considered the “most active
police officer in the command.”
“She’s an experienced
officer and an absolute work horse,” said
Marmara. “She’s a perfect example for all the
other officers.”
The Medal Day ceremony was also used to
remember a fallen comrade.
Auxiliary
Officer
Baker Simeon, a neighborhood resident and
community
volunteer
who walked the streets
of Canarsie in a blue uniform and a sheriff’s badge
for the 69th Precinct once

a week, was killed in a
motorcycle accident last
year.
Even though he had
been with the 69th
Precinct for only a year,
Canarsie’s peace keepers
wanted to pay tribute to
his memory with a special award.
Baker’s
brother,
Samuel, a member of the
U.S. Navy, accepted the
accolade for the family.
“Just like his brother,
[Baker] wanted to get
into some sort of public
service,” said Marmara.
“Even though he was
with us a short time, he
will always be a part of
us. He won’t be forgotten.”
— Tom Tracy

29
@357AB3@32<C@A3A
>6GA71/:B63@/>7ABA
;3271/:A=17/:E=@93@A
13@B747326=;3 63/:B6/723A

Your husband is ready
to leave the hospital.
The tubes in his chest
are coming with him.
Now what?
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New cameras

they should place a sign
a few feet away from the
intersection and let them
know that the camera is
ahead,” he said. “The only
people who know that the
cameras are there are the
locals.”
All of Brooklyn’s State
Senators voted for the expansion, Senate officials
said.
While many motorists
decry the cameras, as
well as the $50 fine that
appears in the mail if you
cross the secret line by
the traffic light, bicycling
advocates are hailing the
measure.
Officials from the
bicycle
advocacy
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